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niftration, for putting an End to the aft. glorious War, or 
rather for transferring the Seat of it from Minden and 
‘Fillinghaufen to St. George’s Fields, from Cuba and Canada to 
the Huftings of Brentford, was the Poverty of the Nation which 
they declared to have been exhaufted, and unable to maintain a 
farther Conflié& with the vanquifhed Houfe of Bourbon. — 

A Gentleman, in the-Confidence of Government, has given us 
to-underftand .that the prefent deftructive War is likely to continue 
for Years to come; ‘and, as a Reafon-for perfifting in it, has affured 
the Public that every Article of Confumption, nay, every ordinary 
Accommodation of Life, is able to fuftain a heavier Load than has 
yet been impofed upon it*. It will therefore, perhaps, be con- 


Ok: of the Reafons moft infifted:on by a Jacobite Admi- 3 








fidered as a Matter of fome Curiofity, to fee a-comapsrative State.of coins | 
the Circumftances of this Country at the Clofe of the la. » and, 


I fear, only an early Period of the prefent War: And if it thall 
thence appear that our Succefles have not been equal; that .our 
_ Alliances are not fo numerous; that our Empire is not fo extenfive, 
nor quite fo. clofely united in a common Caufe; that our Expences 
are greater; thatthe Balance on our Export Trade does not turn fo 
much in our Favour, and confequently that our .pecuniary Re- 
fources are lefs copious; if it fhall appear that the Population of 
the Kingdom has diminifhed, and that, by the declining State of 
our Fifheries, we are with more Difficulty fupplied with Seamen; 
that Naval Stores are more chargeable, and that the Navy itfelf 
bears a lefs Proportion to the Naval Strength of our Enemies; we 
may then aver either that Adminiftration had a finifter Purpofe to 
conceal behind a falfe Pretext of National Poverty, when, in the 
former Inftance, (in Contradiction to the People, who cried, Fight 
on, our Purfes are not exhaufted) they clapped fhut the Scene of 
England’s Profperity and Triumph; or that, in the prefent In- 
‘ftance, they are knowingly, and aware of the Danger of waging 
War without Money to fuftain it, endeavouring to precipitate us 

into our abfolute and final Ruin. 
As I cannot confider the Poflefiion of any North American Difz 
trict as more than a Something ‘not loft, I believe the Capture of 
Dd St. 


* William Eden, Efq; one of the Lords of Trade, and one of the late Commif- 
fioners to America, -&c. &c,-&c, See his Letters to the Earl of Carlifle, | 
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St Lucie, which has been fince evacuated, and of Fort Omoah, 
wich has been fince retaken, make up the entire Catalogue of our 
Trans- Atlantic Acquifitions in the prefent War; while, to the Lofs 
of nearly the whole Continent, «we may add, that the French have 
taken from us three of our Weft-India Hlands, and that the Spa- 
niard is in Poffeflion of all our Settlements along the great navigable 
River Miffifippi. I will not here enter.into a long Detail of for- 
mer Atchievements; let Lord Townfhend only be called upon to 
fay whether fuch were the Triumphs of the laft War, and whe- 
ther if Wolfe, who expired in the Arms of Victory, had added no 
more to the Britith Empire, even his Lordfhip would have thought 
the Glory of that great Conqueror worth a Theft. 

As Slaves are the fitteft Inftruments of Tyranny, enormous Sub- 
fidies have purchafed from a few petty Defpots in Germany the 
Ufe of their wretched Vaffals, in order to reduce the brave Aflert- 
ors of Freedom in America to a State of Slavery fimilar to their 
own. Thefe are the prefent Allies of our gracious Sovereign, 
while Pruffia, the former Affociate of our Arms, derides our inef- 
fetual Efforts; and even the Powers of Europe who call them- 
felves neutral, defpifing our Weaknefs, and, fecing new Profpects 
of Advantage open to themfelves, have, by their Conduét, better 
entitled themfelves to the Name of our Enemies. 

In the late War America was our Strength; fhe fought our Bat- 
-tles; fhe recruited our Armies; fhe manned and (the harboured our 
‘Navy; with “active Vigour, and ftrenuous Efforts, fhe exerted 
-herfelf in Defence of his Majefty’s juf Rights, and incurred Ex- 
pences not only by levying, but by cloathing and paying the Troops 
which fhe had raifed to defend our Empire’*; fhe actually became 
our Creditor, and accordingly, inftead of. taxing her in Return for 
her generous Attachment, we then acknowledged her Merit and 
‘our own Debt. ‘But what, alas! is now the Cafe? We have no 
longer a common Caufe with America; fhe is no longer a Portion 
of the Britifh Empire; rejected by oppreffive Meafures from the 
Protection of the Parent Country, the is, herfelf,.the Enemy that 
has reduced us; the kdge of her conquering Sword -is turned 
againft us; fhe has captivated our Armies; rendered the Efforts 
of our Navy ineffectual; and, with active Vigour, has exerted 
herfelf in Defence of the juf? Rights of Mankind; for her Exer- 
tions are invigorated by her noble Caufe, while we, who con- 
trary to the generous Principles that -have heretofore actuated 
the Conduct of Englifhmen, have invaded thofe Rights, fink 
‘feebly down beneath the very Strength that had before fuftained us. 
In brief, in the former War we fought with-America on our Side; 
we are now contending with the Houfe of Bourbon, not only 
without America, but we behold that alienated Country upon 
the Side of our Enemies. 

That our Expences now, beyond all Proportion, exceed the Ex- 
pences of the laft War, will be put out of Doubt, when, upon a 
Comparifon of only the Extraordinaries of the Army, incurred in 
no more than a fingle Year of the prefent War, with the Sums 
" expended under that Head in four Years of the laft, it thall i 
that 


* See the Commons Journals, April 26, 1759-32 George II. 
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‘that within a mere Trifle the Charges of one Year are now equal to. 
our former Expenditure in-four. 


Expence of four Years in the laft War, ending 1758 £.3,601,678 





of one Year in the prefent 1779 mom 34.18, 805 
The Difference then amounts only to a 182,878 


But ‘to account for this wonderful Difproportion it. may be 
thought that we employ a greater Armament; the contrary, how- 
ever, is the Fact; we do not actually employ fo many Men; this 
Profufion of our Treafure does not therefore proceed from greater 
Armies. It is either occafioned by difadvantageous Circumitances 
that might render it prudent to difcontinue Hoftilities, or from 
what has long been charged again{ft our Adminiftration, the impro- 
vident Wafte or criminal Milapplication of our Property, which is 
converted to the Purpofe of purchafing our Immunities from the 
‘corrupt Members of our venal Legiflature. 

Such being the Expences, what are the Refources of the Na- 
tion? for unlefs thefe rife in Proportion to the Demands of Go- 
vernment, then that we out-run our Income is an obvious In- 
ference; and here again let the Importance of America appear ; 
in the Year 1762, when the was our Cuftomer, our Imports 
-amounted only to the Sum of 9,207,069 1. while our Exports, 
bringing into the Kingdom to the Amount of 15,250,000]. left a 
‘Balance in our Favour of 6,043,000]. But what now is the com- 
parative State of our Export Advantage? In the Year 1777, our 
Imports robbed us of 11,841,5771. while our Exports, having 
only brought in 12,653,3631. gave a Balance no greater than 
the Sum of 811,786]. Mr. Eden affures us, that the Average 
of the fubfequent Years may be fafely eftimated by the Account 
“for 17773 if fo, what is the Confequence? The Balance -of our 
Export Trade againft our Imports is lefs in our Favour now than 
in the Year 1762, by the Sum of 5,332,000]. Nor is this the 
only Light in which a Circumftance fo very alarming fhould be 
confidered ; for ftate it thus, our Exports have declined to the 
Value of 2,596,6371. while, on the other Hand, our Imports 
have encreafed to the Amount of 2,634,500]. thus then the En- 
creafe of our Cuftoms will no longer appear a Symptom of politi- 
cal Health; like a hed¢tic Blufh it indicates only a Decay; and 
{hall we then proceed through a fallacious Confidence in our ruddy 
Vigour? No, my Countrymen, were the Caufe a-better one, the 
Voice of only Prudence would dictate a little Hefitation, while, -as 
it is, the Voice of Virtue, of Patriotifm, and of Prudence to- 
ether, command you to fheathe the Sword. 

Should I bring this Queftion a little nearer Home, and fpeak 
meerly as a Yorkthire Frecholder, I doubt not that an Appeal to 
your own Knowledge would bring you over to my Side of the 
Queftion ; I will not dwell upon the Situation of the Dealer in 
Woollen Cloth, who now pays eight or ten Pounds a Year lefs 


Wages to the poor Manufadurer, than he could have engaged him 
D d 2 for 
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for five.or fix Years ago; Iwill not dwell upon the fingular Cir- 
cumftance now to be. feen in. fome of the Cloth-Halls in the Weft- 
Riding cf this County, where the Heaps of Cloth that ufed to be 
fwept clean away before the Evening ot a Market-Day, lie now un- 
urchated, till they have accumulated to a. Height -fo great, that 
Ladders have been requifite to reach their lofty Summits. I will 
not expatiate.upon the melancholy. Circumftances. of. the Manufac- 
turer, who is obliged to carry forth his Cloth himfelf, and fell it 
‘beneath the poffible Price of making: No, Jet-the authentic’ Returns 
made at your own Quarter Seffions at Pontefract fpeak for me. On 
after, 1778, then it appeared. there, that, in the: Year then ending, 
there had been milled .at the feveral Fulling Mills:in -the:Weft- 
Riding, of Broads worth on an Average 4s. a Yard, 3,795,990 
Yards, and of Narrows worth 3s. 6d. a Yard 2,746,712 Yards, 
which, taken together, were worth the Sum of £.1,2 399872 12 © 
In the Year 1779 it alfo appeared there had been 
milled, of Broads 3,427,150 Yards, and of 
Narrows 2,659,659 Yards, which, taken to- 
ether, were worth the Sum of 
But it has farther appeared.in the prefent Year 
that of Broads there have only been milled 
2,802,671 Yards, and of Narrows 2,571,324 
Yards, worth together the Sum of 1,010,515 18 -© 
Which, if:the Cloth held up to its former Price, would be a Reduc- 
tion of one in about five and a half; but I am anfwered, _perhaps, 
that the Price has fallen, and :herefore: that I over-rate the Re- 





1,150,870 6 6 





-duction: ‘Fo this, however, I reply, fo:much the worfe; for if 


the Value of the Cloth is lowered, there muft be a Reduction not 
only upon the Cloth which did.not fell in the Market, but upon 
that which did, and. this will probably -2 good deal exceed the Cal- 
culation I have here made. 

Such are the domeftic Confequences of our Efforts to commute a 
anild commercial Plan of Colony Government fora Sy {tem of Oppref- 
fion and civil Slavery. The former, indeed, has fallen ; all its monopo- 
lizing ReftriGtiens are annihilated, and our Trade and Manufactures 
accordingly languifh ; but on the Ruins of Commerce fhall we there- 
fore contribute to build up the projected Pile of Defpotifm ? No; 
for the DeftruCtion of our Trade has fufficiently exhaufted our Re- 
fources,. and therefore to the Regard we owe to Freedom: where- 
ever the erects her Banners, :let.us add the Confideration of our de- 
clining Ability to. pay the Taxes that are demanded of us‘to effe@ 
her Qverthrow, and then I-truft we will unanimoufly-concur in 
refufing. the Means of any longer purfuing the American War. 

Upon the Authority. of that diligent political Arithmetician, 
and eminent Friend to the Freedom of his Fellow-Creatures, Dr. 
Price, we may venture to rely. upon it as a Fad, ‘that between 
the Years 1761 and 1777, a Deftruction has taken Place of at leafi 
.§5,771 Houtes’ having lefs than eight Windows; which is equal 
sto.the Lofs of above a Quarter of a Millon of. thofe Inhabitants who 
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furnith Recruits for our Navy and Army, and trading Ships; and 
who conftitute the main Strength of their Kingdom *”. 

The fame refpectable Name thail afford me is Sanction, when [ 
add, that «the Newfoundland Fithery in particular (our great Nure 
fery of Seamen, and the very Trade which we have endeavoured. to 
extend by deftroying the New England Fithery) is to much dimi- 
nifhed, as to be in the Way to total and irreparable Ruinf”. 

What then is the probable State of our Navy, if the very Means 
of manning it begin to decline? It has already refigned the Chan- 
nel to the Fleets of our Enemies, and, from a Series of Difgraces or 
Defeats, has only fnatched one Vict ry to fet againit the repeated 
Triumphs of the lait War: Had it not, however, been for the Mif- 
conduét of the Favourite and Couniellor of the Firft Lord of the 
Admiralty, the Britith Flag might perhaps have acquired new 
Splendor upon another Occ fion, and the Succefs of Keppel at 
leaft have been equal with that of Rodney.—tt is dreadful to 


reflect here from whence the Impediment proceeded. 


And now what plaufible Pretext can Adminittration advance for 


the Continuance of the prefent War? When the Diftrefs and Poverty 
of the Nation could be urged by Goverment, as a Plea for bring~ 


ing the laft to an End, at a Time when our exp sri Trade was by 
its uniform and uninterrupted Encreafe much more than replacing 
the Sums that were carried out of the Kingdom, I am altogether 
at a Lofs to conceive, when every Circumftance is ina Manner re- 
veried, how they can evade this fimp!e Queftion, Why does not 


the real Poverty of the Nation urge you now to a fimilar Conduct? 


I have but one Obje& in View, to which I try to make it appear, - 
that every Circumftance which environs us affords’ an Argument, 
Let us then, I again repeat it, vindicate our natural Importance in 
the State, and, by affociating to extricate our Reprefentatives from 
the overgrown Influence of the Crown, we may, inftead of finding 
them the [nftraments of our Oppreffion, be by their means able 
contftitutionally to control the illiberal Purfuits and wafteful Extra- 
vagance of the executive Power: We may eftablith fome Security 
for our own Property, and check the Invafions of parliamentarys, 
Prerogative upon the Liberty and Property of thofe whom they s 
were never deputed to reprefent. 

The following Letter fo exaétly coincides with my own Senti- 
ments, and io well exprefics them, that I am extremely happy in 
having received it at a Time when the Subje@ was immediately 
under my Confideration. It {peaks the genuine Language of Li- 
berty; and, I truft, will help to infpire a due Regard to that 
greateft Blefling that Man can enjoy. G 


To LANCELOT LACKRENT, Efq. 


SIR, | 
} VERY true Friend to the Liberties of this Country, mutt 
_4 have rejoiced in the Mifcarriage of thofe Attempts which 
have been made to enflave America. Surely never was Pride 
Ee fo 


® Effay on the Population of England, &c. p. 23. Cadell 1780, 8vo,—+ p. 65. 
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fo deeply humbied, nor Avarice fo compiea'ly ditappointed ; nor 

hus the Cunning of Man been ever, in-fo marked a Manner, inftiu- 

mental to acca plifh the very Ends it intended to prevent; Inde= 

pendence has arniicn from -Uppreflion, and Liberty ittelf has been 

the Offspring of Vyransy. Awakened by- this awtul Leffon, | hope 

the Peyple of this Country will turn their Th: ughts upcn the true 

Pu: poles of Government, and learn trom their American Bret ren 

to knw, to prize, and to defend their Birth-Kight an: their 

Freedom. Power is inherent in, and derived trom the People: 

Portions of it are grantea toihe Magiftrate mm Tru/t. tor the Protec 

tion of the Whole, and coniequently cannot be lawfully employed 

to the Prejudice of thoie trom whom it 1s delegated :-Or if, in the 

Wantonnefs ot Power, Governments fhoulu imagine themfeives 

the Source, which are only the Stieams, and fhould aturp upon 

the Kights ef the Peopie, they are liable .to account with 

their Conttituents for Powers not their.own. No Man can 

: alienate, or part with the Kight ¢f. Selt-preiervation, ana corfe- 

quently no Government can be Jupreme or unaccountable When 

theretore the only rational. End. of Government, the Protection 

of all civil and tacred Rights, 1s annuiled, its Authority falls to 

the Ground, and Subjects are abtolved from Obedience, fince no 

Mian can -be bound by. violated .Compacts, nor can any Law 

but that of Neceflity.compel a Man to furrender to Tyranny | 

whit Government ha:.fworn to defend. tf | entruft another with | 

Arms and pay him-for my: Detence, and he treacheroufl, turns 

them againit.me, it is my Kight and j)uty, by any Means «f Force 

} — noe, .tfteSthatgem,: to recover the Power thus abuledsto my Prejudice : 

. And this Reliutance to Ufurpation 75 not Kebetlion, as venal Slaves 

would periuade.us,*.but a juft, virtuous, and honourable Self-de- 

fe ace, as well as..a patriotic Defence ft the Public. Rebellion is a 

hoitiie Attack upon Government lawfully admuinittered, an Attempt 

tu jubvert the. Rights and eftablithed Order ot the Community, and | 
therefore the greatett of Rebellio:s i: that of Governmentattelf againft 
the (ommunity,. for whom, and for whofe Prefervation it was in- 
ftituted and eftablifhed. In fhort, Sir, Iam heartily glad that whilft 
our M:nifters are fcalping, burning, plundering, and murdering the 
Americans, becaufe they won’t tubmit to Taxation without Repre- 
fentation, the more enlightened Part of. the Nation has tound out 
(and,will, I truft, communicate the imyortant Information to their 
Fellow-Cipizens) that we curfcives are taxed without being repre- 
fenied: If this greatett of our National Grievances be not {pe uly 
rearefles by thole whole Duty it 1s to redreis it, moit {ine iV 
with, that in this and in every Country under the Sun, the faiae 


Op piciuens imay find the fame Refjlance. . Lam, oar, 
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Your humble Servant, 


A WestT-RipinG FREEHOLDER. 
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